NEWS ARCHIVE – MARCH 2003
POST SHORT-TOUR DEPLOYMENT PACKAGE (CHANGES TO AFI 36-2110 AND AFI 10-403)
 AF/DP and AF/IL released a 251422 Mar 03 message that exempts unaccompanied short-tour returnees from deploying for 6 months from their new date arrived station.  Interim changes have been made to AFI 36-2110 and AFI 10-403.
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM
 The SECDEF has decided to designate Operation IRAQI FREEDOM as an approved operation for the Global War on Terrorism(GWOT) Medal.  To avoid confusion, we'd like to clarify the purpose and use of the various DoD service/campaign medals being awarded for operations in southwest Asia.  1) The Southwest Asia Service Medal is for DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM only.  2)  The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal is awarded for NORTHERN WATCH and SOUTHERN WATCH only. 3)  The Global War on Terrorism Medals (Expeditionary and Service) are still being manufactured.  Approved operations for the GWOT medals are Operation NOBLE EAGLE, Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, and Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  OSD has not released the specific criteria for the GWOT medals to date.
