DRESS & APPEARANCE
Frequently Asked Questions
(as of 16 Jun 03)
The base level OPR for Dress and Appearance (AFI 36-2903) and Aeronautical, Duty, and Occupational Badges (AFI 36-2923) is the Military Personnel Flight Customer Service.  
** Official wear guidance for the new name tag will be posted to this website when 
    approved by Air Staff.


Q.  What is mandatory wear date of new name tag on service dress uniform?
A:  There is no mandatory wear date at this time.



Q:  Is the women's ruffled mess dress blouse still authorized?
A:  No, this blouse phased-out effective 1 Jan 2000.  



Q:  Are French manicures authorized?

A:  Yes, French manicures that are natural/clear with white tips are considered conservative and in good taste.  This type of nail polish is authorized.  



Q: Can the Marine Corps Battle Dress Uniform Hat (5 point style) be worn? 
A: No, this style hat is not authorized to be worn by Air Force personnel.



Q: What is the proper guidance for the Blue Cardigan Sweater?
A: The sweater is 50 percent acrylic and 50 percent non-irritation wool; washable; long sleeved, with cuffed or uncuffed sleeves; indoor or out outdoor garment; buttoned or unbuttoned indoors; must be buttoned outdoors; when buttoned, sweater will be completely buttoned; tie is optional; wear collar of shirt inside or outside sweater; not exposed when wearing another outer-garment.  Sweater is authorized for wear with blue service uniforms to include maternity.   Hospital and food service personnel do not wear with white uniforms.



Q: Are the black buttons that the new women's mess dress blouse authorized for wear?
A: No, they were put in the package to help sell the shirt. Women may wear the wing and star design cuff links and studs or the white/clear buttons already sewn-on the blouse.



Q: Are the multi-colored occupational badges for the BDU's still authorized?
A: You may still wear this badge; it will be phased out through attrition.



Q: On the mess dress jacket what type of buttons can be worn?
A: You may still wear the old buttons or if you would like you may buy a transformation kit and transfer over to the new buttons.



Q: When the blue cardigan sweater is worn outside does it need to be buttoned?

A: Yes it must be buttoned. Like any outer garment it must be buttoned/zipped up.



Q: May the white cardigan sweater may be worn as part of a maternity uniform? 

A: The answer is yes. It may be worn by pregnant females, but only indoors, it is not considered an outer garment with the blue uniform. If worn outdoors it must be worn under an outer garment.



Q: What are the correct size chevrons worn on the Battle Dress Uniform (BDU)?
A: The correct BDU chevrons worn by women are the 3 ½ inch or 4 inch chevrons, where the males are only authorized to wear the 4 inch stripes. This change was made 1 Oct 97, with the phase out of the old chevrons.



Q: Are the Green Combat Boots being phased out?

A: No, they are not on any phase out list.



Q: When did the new blue service dress jacket become mandatory?

A: 1 Oct 1999.



Q: The old service dress jackets are being phased-out effective 30 Sep 99, but are we still authorized to wear the polyester double-knit skirt/slacks and trousers?
A: Yes, the skirts/slacks and trousers can continue to be worn with authorized blouses and shirts.



Q: Women's blouse -- when wearing a name tag and specialty badge how should it be aligned? 
A: Center badge on left side parallel with ground. Align bottom of the badge with the bottom of the name tag. 



Q: Can I wear an anklet?

A: No.  Anklets are not authorized. In AFI 36-2903 (page 73), table 2.5, we address the wear of a bracelet. Webster's dictionary defines bracelet as an ornamentation band or chain worn about the wrist or arm.



Q: Can I wear sunglasses with a name brand on them?

A: No.  Any type of name brand (Oakley, Ray-Ban, Gargoyle) on the frames or lenses is considered ornamentation.



Q: Where can I find information on the cloth name tag and patches worn on the flight suit in AFI 36-2903?

A:  In the basic AFI you will not find much on the flight suit other than in Chapter 3, para 3.1.2 and Table 3.6 because of the different missions of each command. The configuration of the flight suit is left to the Major Commands.





Q: Where can I find information on the wear of patches on the Battle Dress Uniform in AFI 36-2903?
A: The wear of patches on the Battle Dress Uniform is directed by each of the Major Commands. (AFI 36-2903, figure 2.11., note 3) Additional information may also be found in Installation supplements. 



Q: What size are the chevrons that enlisted men and women wear?

A: Effective 1 Oct 97: 

WOMEN -- Wear the 3 1/2 inch chevrons on the blue blouse and have the option of wearing 3 1/2 inch or 4 inch chevrons on the Service Dress Coat, Mess Dress, and Lightweight Blue Jacket. 

MEN -- Wear the 3 1/2 inch chevrons on the blue shirt and the 4 inch chevrons on the Service Dress Coat, Mess Dress, and Lightweight Blue Jacket. 



Q: Can I wear Combat Boots while I wear my blues?

A: Yes, in AFI 36-2903 

MEN -- (page 37), Table 2.1, line 6, Combat Boots may be worn with all blue uniform combinations with the exception of Mess, Semi-Formal and Formal Dress. 

WOMEN -- (page 57), Table 2.3, line 9, Combat Boots may be worn with all blue uniform combinations with the exception of Maternity Jumper, Mess Dress, Semi-Formal Dress and Formal Dress or with any skirt. A good rule of thumb is slacks must be worn if combat boots are the choice of footwear. 



Q: How can I tell the women's slacks apart?

A: The difference is one has the belt loops and one does not. (Page 55, Table 2.3, line 4) 

The 1620 is without belt loops 

The 1625 has 5 belt loops 



Q: Can I put my first initial before my last name on my Battle Dress Uniform name tapes?

A: No, you must use your last name that is on your official records
